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as far as Ahmednagar, Jalna and Aurangabad. He was here, there
and everywhere, wherever danger was to be faced.
The next commander of the cavalry was Prataprao Gujar,
and he worthily sustained the confidence his master placed in
him in defeating the Moghul armies in Baglan, and the Bijapur
armies near Panhala. He was in charge of the Maratha forces
stationed at Aurangabad, during the two years of peace between
Shivaji and the Emperor. Having failed to keep up a hot pursuit
of the Bijapur forces, he was censured by Shivaji, and on the next
occasion when he encountered the enemy, he achieved a complete
victory with the loss of his own life like Tanaji Malusare, and Baji
Prabhu, and Baji Fasalkar, and Suryarao Kakade.
Among the younger generals, Khanderao Dabhade, Parsoji
Bhonsle, Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadhav, became well-
known names in the generation subsequent to ShivajFs death. The
first two laid the foundations of Maratha power in Gujarat and
Berar, while the last two brought the war of independence to a
successful issue.
Such were the men whose prowess and counsel helped Shivaji
to found the kingdom. Not one of them failed in doing his duty
in the hour of danger, not one proved treacherous to his master,
or went over to the enemy, while many died at their posts in the
hour of victory, consoled with the thought that they had done
service assigned to them. These are facts, which redound to their
credit, as well as the love Shivaji inspired in them towards his
person, and the cause he laboured to promote. The kingdom
founded by labours and sacrifices, such as these, included at the
time of his coronation, 1674, not only the hereditary Jahagir about
Poona, Supa, Indapur and Baramati, but all the Mavals, the
western parts of the Satara district up to Wai, Satara and Karad*
the western portions of Kolhapur, south and north Konkan, includ-
ing the sea fortresses and the hill fortresses, Ba^an, and posts
in Karnatik, Vellore, Bednore and Mysore. All these territories
passed from the hands of Shivaji's successor and became Moghul
conquests within a few years after Shivaji's death. The permanent
acquisition made was thus not so much of territory and treasure
as the higher acquisition of self-confidence and union among the
Maratha leaders, the spirit which taught the Maratha race that it
was possible to resist successfully the inroads of Mahomedan
powers. It was this spirit which proved the salvation ot: the
country during the twenty-two years that Aurangzeb spent in the
conquests of the Deccan from 1685 to 1707. If it had not been for
the schooling and discipline which the leaders of flie nation, civil
and military, had obtained during the successful wa*s waged by